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Comments:  

  

  

Responsible parents teach their children to brush their teeth so that they won't get 
cavities or have other oral health issues. Yet, we have a government policy which says 
that we will not pay to have your teeth cleaned or your cavities filled - however, if your 
teeth are rotting and about to fall out then we will pay to have it extracted. That seems 
completely contrary to common sense; basic health principles, and how most of us try to 
act in our own lives. It is hard to believe that we have allowed that to continue as our 
policy for so many years and we really hope the Legislature and the Department of 
Human Services will finally change that. 

  

 



Committee on Human Service  
Senator Russell E. Ruderman, Chair 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 
 
Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 

 
Testimony on House Bill 2249 
Relating to Medicaid Benefits 

Submitted by Dr. Steven Pine, DDS., Dental Director 
February 3, 2020 

 
 
I, Dr. Steven Pine, DDS, currently work as the Dental Director at West 
Hawaii Community Health Center, (WHCHC) and I strongly support 
House Bill 2249 , which appropriates funds for the restoration of basic 
adult dental benefits to Medicaid patients.  
 
At WHCHC we believe that oral health indicates much more than simply 
healthy teeth, as the mouth can be both a cause and a window to 
individual and population health and well-being. Oral health is critical to 
general health and well-being as the mouth is the gateway to the rest of 
the body, providing clues about overall health. It is sometimes the first 
place where signs and symptoms of other diseases are noticed. Causes 
of poor oral health are complex and access to dental care for adults is 
crucial for overall health and well-being. However, adults in West 
Hawaii are less likely to see a dentist then adults on average for the 
state. 35.6% of West Hawaii adults have had no dental care compared to 
the state rate of 29%. Moreover, the rate of oral health emergency room 
visits in West Hawaii is 58.9 per 100,000, significantly greater than the 
rate of 16.8 per 100,000 statewide. (State of Hawaii Primary Care Needs 
Assessment Data Book, 2016)   
 
WHCHC provides care to the most under-served people in our 
community who have the most complicated health needs. Individuals 
with a range of chronic conditions are more susceptible to oral disease. 
Oral disease can also exacerbate chronic disease symptoms.  
 



In 2019 WHCHC provided 2,023 adult dental visits. Of these visits 232 
were emergency visits for low-income adults; 918 visits were provided 
to adults with low-income who qualified for the sliding fee payment 
program - these dental patients live at 100% of the federal poverty level 
and qualified for paying only a minimal payment on the sliding fee 
discount program. In 2019 the WHCHC Adult Dental program 
expenditures totaled $1,286,982 - program revenue totaled $576,230 - 
equating to a $710,751 financial loss for the adult dental program. This 
is an unsustainable business model. Because our mission is to provide 
dental care to those with low-income, and other high-risk populations, 
the only way this adult dental program can become viable is Medicaid 
funding adult dental treatments.  
 
Research shows that adults who receive Medicaid frequently go without 
comprehensive oral treatment due to high treatment costs which must 
be paid for out-of-pocket (Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings, 2015).  A 
recent CDC report shows that the cost of treatment or lack of insurance 
was the main reason 42% of adults, 18-64 years of age, went without a 
dental visit for an oral health problem in the past 6 months 
Consistent with national statistics that demonstrate disparity in dental 
care for the low-income vs high income adults, a recent survey on 
Hawaii Oral Health noted there are substantial dental health disparities 
in Hawaii.  Adults with low income are more likely to have dental 
problems and less likely to see a dentist each year. Only 52% of low-
income adults saw a dentist during the past year compared to 82% of 
high-income adults.  In addition, adults with low-income 
(<$15,000/year) are more likely to have lost a permanent tooth because 
of dental problems compared to adults with high-income 
(>$70,000/year).  These differences may be partially explained by low 
income adults having lack of access to receiving dental care (Hawaii 
Oral Health: Key Findings, 2015).   
 
The state of Hawaii has one of the highest cost of living rates in the U.S. - 
for those living in poverty it becomes a choice between paying for dental 
treatments out-of-pocket, or, paying for food and housing.  
 
Emerging evidence shows an association between periodontal infection 
and adverse pregnancy outcomes, such as premature delivery and low 
birth weight. Studies also show that controlling oral diseases improves a 
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Comments:  

Dear Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Nakamura, Honorable Members of the 
House Committee on Human Services and Homelessness, Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair 
Kobayashi, and Honorable Members of the House Committee on Health: 

I am Gary Simon, President of the Hawaii Family Caregiver Coalition, whose mission is 
to improve the quality of life of those who give and receive care by increasing 
community awareness of caregiver issues through continuing advocacy, education, and 
training. 

The Hawaii Family Caregiver Coalition strongly supports HB 2249, which makes an 
appropriation to restore certain adult dental benefits to Medicaid enrollees and requires 
maximization of federal matching funds. 

We encourage you to restore all preventative and restorative dental care services for 
adult Medicaid recipients as soon as possible. 

A healthy mouth and healthy body go hand in hand. Good oral hygiene and oral health 
can improve overall health and can reduce the risk of serious disease. 

Healthier Medicaid enrollees saves taxpayer dollars. 

We urge you to support HB 2249, and we urge you to recommend its passage. 

We thank you for seriously considering the Bill. 

Very sincerely, 

Gary Simon 

President 

Hawaii Family Caregiver Coalition 



 



 
 

February 4, 2020 

 

Testimony in Support of HB2249 
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO RESTORE CERTAIN  
ADULT DENTAL BENEFITS TO MEDICAID ENROLLEES 

 
The Hawaii State Rural Health Association (HSRHA) respectfully submits written testimony in strong 
support of HB2249. 
 
As a non-profit rural health association, our mission is to advocate for access to comprehensive 
healthcare that includes dental health, primary care and behavioral health, as an integral part of a 
person’s overall health and wellness. Quite often, our neighbor island rural communities struggle to 
obtain equitable access to timely dental care. 
 
Adults with dental disease often face challenges that impair their productivity and well-being. They 
suffer in pain and may have to take time off from work because they have a toothache or other 
serious oral health issues. Left untreated, tooth decay and gum disease are linked to serious health 
problems, including premature births in pregnant women and chronic conditions like heart disease, 
diabetes, and stroke. 
 
The Hawaii State Rural Health Association’s Board of Directors strongly supports this bill to restore 
adult dental benefits to Medicaid enrollees as a crucial first step to improve oral health amongst our 
most vulnerable populations. Improving access to dental care, in addition to investing in oral health 
prevention pays off in the long term. All residents in Hawaii should be able to receive culturally 
appropriate and timely healthcare where they reside. 
 
 

 

Hawaii State Rural Health Association 
4442 Hardy Street, Suite 205 

Lihue, HI 96766 
email:  hsrhacoordinator@gmail.com  
website:  hawaiistateruralhealth.org 

 
Established in 1994, the Hawaii State Rural Health Association (HSRHA) is a 501(C) 3 non-profit                  

organization dedicated to addressing rural health needs across our island state. 

~ Working Together To Promote Healthy Rural Communities ~ 

Facebook @hawaiiruralhealth  Instagram @hawaiiruralhealth  Twitter @HawaiiRural 







mailto:bettylou.larson@catholiccharitieshawaii.org
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Joseph Kohn MD 
We Are One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
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Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly Support HB2249 and all health care services for all as a human right! 

www.WeAreOne.cc 
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677 Ala Moana Blvd. Suite 226 * Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 
www.hhhrc.org 

TO:   The Honorable Representative Joy A. Buenaventura 
Chair House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness  
 
The Honorable Representative John M. Mizuno 
Chair House Committee on Health 

Hearing: Friday, February 7 @ 9:15 am Room 329 

From: David Shaku, L.E.A.D. Manager, Hawaii Health and Harm Reduction Center 

 

Strong Support for HB 2249 

Dear Chairs Joy A Buenaventura & John M. Mizuno, Vice Chairs Nadine K. Nakamura & Bertrand 
Kobayashi, and members of the committees: 

The Hawaii Health & Harm Reduction Center (HHHRC) strongly supports HB 2249 which allows for an 
appropriation to restore diagnostic, preventative, and restorative dental benefits to adult Medicaid 
enrollees. 

Supporting oral health is not just a wise & humane investment for the State, but can be a vital lifeline for 
those people living in the margins. Researchers have linked poor oral health with cardiovascular disease, 
stroke, and bacterial pneumonia. Missing or broken teeth affect and foment sigma, creating social 
barriers for adults to participate in the community at large and often maintain—or even achieve—
gainful employment in our service-based economy. 

HHHRC’s mission is to reduce harm, promote health, create wellness and fight stigma in Hawaii and the 
Pacific.  We focus our efforts on those disproportionately affected by social determinants of health, 
including but not limited to: people living with and/or affected by HIV, hepatitis, substance use, and the 
transgender, LGBQ and the Native Hawaiian communities. We foster health, wellness, and systemic 
change in Hawai’i and the Pacific through care services, advocacy, training, prevention, education, and 
capacity building.  HHHRC works at the intersection of homelessness, substance use and mental health.  
By appropriating funds to all for more dental benefits to be covered by Medicaid, agencies like HHHRC 
will be able to better link people to oral health services they deserve. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



8088475488 08:51:35 a.m. 02-06-2020

KOKUA KALIHI VALLEY COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY SERVICES
2239 N. Scnoot STREET O Houotutu, HAwA|'i 96819 Q TEL! 808-791-9400 0 FAX! 808-848-0979 Q www.likv.net

 

February 6, 2020

T0: COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & HOMELESSNESS
Chair: Rep. Joy A. San Buenaventura
Vice Chair: Rep. Nadine K. Nakamura, Vice Chair

MEMBERS:
Rep. Della Au Belatti Rep. Calvin K.Y. Say
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi
Rep. James Kunane Tokioka
Rep. John M. Mizuno Rep. Gene Ward

Re: HB 2249 RELATING TO MEDICAID BENEFITS

The Elder Care Program of the Kokua Kalihi Comprehensive Family Services (KKV) strongly
urge the Committee on Human Services and Homelessness to approve HB No 2249 which will
support appropriation for the expansion ofAdult Dental Beneýts under Medicaid to include
reinstating basic Preventative and Restoration Beneýts to improve health of older adults and to
avert higher health care costs. Kokua Kalihi Valley (KKV) is a community-based health care
non-proýt organization which has been serving predominantly low-income and immigrant older
adult populations in Kalihi Valley since 1972.

KKV Elder Care Program serves approximately 1,346 unduplicated older adults from a variety
of ethnic backgrounds. Vlfhile providing Elders with a broad array of comprehensive and holistic
health care services that include clinical, dental services, preventative, mental health, and a
variety of social services, because the population ofolder adults has been rapidly growing.
Providing oral care is a key to ensuring Hawaii residents remain healthy and safely at home.

Oral health is a crucial part of a personôs physical health, but also is a signiýcant factor in
psychological, social and economic health and overall well-being. Our Kupunas with poor oral
health often struggle to manage chronic co-conditions such as diabetes and heart disease.
Missing or broken teeth also create social barriers for adults to ýnd and maintain gainful
employment in our service-based economy. Our Adult Dental Medicaid provider system is
inadequate to care for the large numbers of persons needing care. As a part of our commitment to
improve oral health in Hawaii, we believe that basic coverage of Dental Services for adults is a
critical factor in ensuring access to appropriate and timely oral health care.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.

Merlita Compton, Director Elder Care Program 

Providing Medical & Dental Sen/ices, Health Education, Family Planning, Perinatal, WIC and Social Services to
Kalihi Valley residents since 1972. Neighbors being neighborly to neighbors.
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61&!-#+!$HH&1H&%$-%1(5!H&+,%1*5F<!$*-#1&%0+2!61&!-#%5!;&1E&$3!S2!H*&5*$(-!-1!=>-!A.!'+55%1(!R$:5!16!9$:$%%!
MBCO.!-1!:%-7!
!

Q#0)$!(D!8&)0)4&)T! 8&$406!U#02!;<@>V;<;< ! 8&$406!U#02!;<;<V;<;@!
=!?T+(+&$F!W*(25@! XOMY.AOY.AO^! XO^M.NYY.AO^!
) !?'H+>%$F!W*(25@! XC.DYa.aaB! XC.DYa.aaB!
L!?W+2+&$F!W*(25@! XC.^BD.OBO.ANa! XC.^BD.OBO.ANa!

; !?U-#+&!W+2+&$F!W*(25@! XCD.MCa.BDN! XCD.MCa.BDN!
b!?S(-+&2+H$&-3+(-$F!8&$(56+&5@! Xa.Y^C.OMC! Xa.Y^C.OMC!

!
! )<!:$<!16!4$>JE&1*(2.!-#+!9;"=!&+H&+5+(-5!9$:$%%!W+2+&$FF<Zc*$F%6%+2!9+$F-#!"+(-+&5!?Wc9"5@K!!
Wc9"5! H&1,%2+! 2+5H+&$-+F<! (++2+2! 3+2%>$F! 5+&,%>+5! $-! -#+! 6&1(-F%(+5! %(! &*&$F!$(2! *(2+&5+&,+2!
>133*(%-%+5K!!R1(E!>1(5%2+&+2!>#$3H%1(5!61&!>&+$-%(E!$!31&+!5*5-$%($4F+.!%(-+E&$-+2.!$(2!:+FF(+55Z
1&%+(-+2!5<5-+3!16!#+$F-#.!Wc9"5!H&1,%2+!$!31&+!+66%>%+(-.!31&+!+66+>-%,+!$(2!31&+!>13H&+#+(5%,+!
5<5-+3!16!#+$F-#>$&+K!
!
! =5!$!H&%,$-+.!(1(ZH&16%-!1&E$(%0$-%1(!$2,1>$-%(E!1(!4+#$F6!16!9$:$%%\5!*(2+&H&%,%F+E+2.!-#+!9;"=!
21+5!(1-!#$,+!$>>+55!-1!$(<!6%($(>%$F!21>*3+(-5!1&!2$-$!1-#+&!-#$(! :#$-!%5!$,$%F$4F+!-1!-#+!E+(+&$F!
H*4F%>K!!)+5%2+5!-#+!=23%(%5-&$-%1(\5!)*2E+-.!$(2!-#+!)*2E+-Z%(Z)&%+6.!$(1-#+&!H*4F%>!51*&>+!16!2$-$!%5!
-#+!d$&%$(>+!P+H1&-K!!8#%5!21>*3+(-!>13H$&+5!-#+!$31*(-!$HH&1H&%$-+2!:%-#!-#+!$31*(-!+GH+(2+2!%(!
-#+!315-!&+>+(-!>13H+-+2!6%5>$F!<+$&K!!!
!
! bH1(!1*&!&+,%+:!16!-#%5!21>*3+(-.!%-!#$5!>13+!-1!1*&!$--+(-%1(!-#$-!V9'! &+H1&-+2!$!,$&%$(>+!16!
M^e! 61&! 6%5>$F! <+$&! MBC^ZMBCOK! ! U6! -#+!XM.YaO.DOD.BBB! $HH&1H&%$-+2! %(! $FF! 3+$(5! 16! 6%($(>%(E.! V9'!
+GH+(2+2!1(F<! XC.OOM.O^a.BBBK! ! S(! 1-#+&! :1&25.! V9'! >1*F2! #$,+! 5H+(-! XYYa.NBY.BBB! 61&! 9$:$%%\5!
/+2%>$%2!;&1E&$3.!4*-!2%2(\-K!
!
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!
! 8#%5!%5!5%3%F$&!-1!-#+! ,$&%$(>+!&+H1&-+2!%(!-#+!H&+,%1*5!<+$&K!!=5! :+!-+5-%6%+2!F$5-!<+$&.!16!-#+!
XM.aDD.aAY.BBB!$HH&1H&%$-+2!%(!$FF!3+$(5!16!6%($(>%(E!61&!6%5>$F!<+$&!MBCYZMBC^.!V9'!+GH+(2+2!1(F<!
XM.Ba^.^OY^.BBB! 61&! -#+! /+2%>$%2! ;&1E&$3K! ! S(! 1-#+&! :1&25.!V9'! >1*F2! #$,+! 5H+(-! $(! $22%-%1($F!
XAaN.YaB.BBB!61&!/+2%>$%2.!4*-!2%2(\-K!
!
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! 8#+5+!-:1!<+$&5!$HH+$&!-1!4+!$(13$F%+5K!!R11J%(E!4$>J!$-! -#+!d$&%$(>+!P+H1&-5!-1!MBCC.!-#+!
,$&%$(>+5!&+H1&-+2!61&!9/'NBC!:+&+!$5!61FF1:57!
!

8&$406!U#02! J-5T#%#5!^&)!
"+(-$0)5$_!

O4%-06!^K)!
"+(-$0)5$_!

/+0)T#!^K)!
"+(-$0)5$_!

S#24#)%0T#!(D!
J-5T#%#5!

O'(-)%!I)$C#)% !
WfMBCẐMBCO! XM.YaO.DOD! XC.OOM.O^a! XYYa.NBY! M^e!
WfMBCYZMBC!̂ XM.aDD.aAY! XM.Ba^.^OY! XAaN.YaB! MCe!
WfMBCaZMBCY! XM.NOO.D^^! XM.NCO.aYB! XYO.YC^! De!
WfMBCAZMBCa! XM.MAB.ODa! XM.CNO.OYN! XCBB.OaM! Ne!
WfMBCNZMBCA! XM.BBO.aMD! XM.BAC.YYC! ZXNM.CN^! ZMe!
WfMBCDZMBCN! XC.^^^.MNC! XC.OCD.YAA! ZXMA.ACN! ZCe!
WfMBCMZMBCD! XC.aOM.aND! XC.aMY.Y^Y! XaN.^Aa! Ne!
WfMBCCZMBCM! XC.aNA.NaC! XC.A^^.BCC! XAY.NAB! De!
WfMBCBZMBCC! XC.D^Y.aCA! XC.aCM.BDA! ZXMMN.NMB! ZCae!

!
! 9%5-1&%>$FF<.!5%(>+!-#+!F$5-!5%E(%6%>$(-!>#$(E+!%(!-#+!/+2%>$%2!H1H*F$-%1(!%(!6%5>$F!<+$&!MBCBZMBCC!
4+>$*5+!16!-#+!%3HF+3+(-$-%1(!16!-#+!=661&2$4F+!"$&+!=>-.!-#+!,$&%$(>+!%(!9/'NBC!#$2!&$(E+2!6&13!?Z
Me@!%(!6%5>$F!<+$&!MBCNZMBCA.!-1!$!?gDe@!%(!6%5>$F!<+$&5!MBCCZMBCM!$(2!MBCaZMBCYK!
!
! V*&%(E! -#+! H*4F%>! #+$&%(E! 1(! 91*5+! "1(>*&&+(-! P+51F*-%1(! L1K! CNA.!4+61&+! -#+! h1%(-! 91*5+!
"133%--++!1(!9*3$(!'+&,%>+5!$(2!913+F+55(+55!$(2!9+$F-#!1(!/$&>#!CM.!MBCO.!V9'!-+5-%6%+2!-#$-!16!
-#+!XAaN.YaB.BBB!-#$-!:$5!*(5H+(-.!1(F<!$HH&1G%3$-+F<!XCD!3%FF%1(!:$5!E+(+&$F!6*(25K!!S6!-#%5!:$5 !-&*+.!
-#+(!-#+!*(5H+(-!E+(+&$F!6*(25!:1*F2!#$,+!3$2+!*H!1(F<!MKDe!16!-#+!-1-$F!,$&%$(>+K!
!
! )+>$*5+!E+(+&$F!6*(25!3$J+!*H!$HH&1G%3$-+F<!1(+Z-#%&2!16!$FF!$HH&1H&%$-%1(5!%(!9/'NBC.!-#+!
$31*(-!16!E+(+&$F!6*(25!*(5H+(-!5#1*F2!#$,+!4++(!XC^^.MAD.DDD!%6!E+(+&$F!6*(25!$(2!6+2+&$F!6*(25!
:+&+!+GH+(2+2!>1(>*&&+(-F<!$-!+I*$F!&$-+5K!
!
! T+(+&$FF<!5H+$J%(E.!-#+!6+2+&$F!E1,+&(3+(-!&+I*%&+5!-#+!' -$-+!-1!H$<!*H!6&1(-!-#+!-1-$F!>15-5!$(2!
-#+(!5++J!&+%34*&5+3+(-!61&!-#+!6+2+&$F!6*(25!-#$-!:+&+!$HHF%>$4F+K!!S6!E+(+&$F!6*(25!:+&+!*5+2!61&!-#%5!
H*&H15+!-1!H$<!-#+!-1-$F!>15-5.!:#+(!-#+!'-$-+!&+>+%,+5!&+%34*&5+3+(-!61&!-#+!E+(+&$F!6*(25!*5+2!-1!
6&1(-!-#+!6+2+&$F!6*(25.!#1:!:+ &+!-#+5+!6*(25!2+5%E($-+2i!!=&+!-#+<!$*-13$-%>$FF<!&+2+H15%-+2!%(-1!-#+!
E+(+&$F!6*(2i!!=&+!-#+<!E%,+(!4$>J!-1!V9'!$(2!&+Z2+5%E($-+2!$5!E+(+&$F!6*(25i!!!
!
! !
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! /1&+!%3H1&-$(-F<.!!S5!-#+&+!$(!$>>1*(-%(E!16!-#+!6+2+&$F!6*(25!&+%34*&5+2!61&!-#+5+!-&$(5$>-%1(5i!!
S6!<1*!$E&++!:%-#!V9'\5!+GHF$($-%1(!ZZ!-#$-!(+$&F<!$FF!16!-#+!$F315-!XC!4%FF%1(!%(!E+(+&$F!6*(25!$HH&1H&%$-+2!
61&!/+2%>$%2!:$5!+GH+(2+2!:#+(!-#+&+!:$5!jF1:!*-%F%0$-%1(j!ZZ!!:#$-!:1*F2!#$,+!#$HH+(+2!%6!*-%F%0$-%1(!
:$5!(1&3$F!61&!-#$-!<+$&i!![1*F2!V9'!#$,+!>13+!%(!61&!$(!+3+&E+(><!$HH&1H&%$-%1(!16!E+(+&$F!6*(25!-1!
>1,+&!$!5#1&-6$FFi!
!
! S(!MBC^.!$!5%-*$-%1(!1>>*&&+2!-#$-!3%E#-!5#+2!513+!F%E#-!1(!-#%5K!!"%-%(E!$!5#1&-6$FF!%(!-#+!6+2+&$F!
4*2E+-!61&! -#+! /+2%>$%2! ;&1E&$3! ?9/'NBC@.! -#+! T1,+&(1&! 5*43%--+2! $(! +3+&E+(><! $HH&1H&%$-%1(!
&+I*+5-!16!XO.DBB.BBB!%(!E+(+&$F!6*(25!61&!6%5>$F!<+$&!MBCYZMBC^K!! ]1##.!91*5+!)%FF!L1K!MDaY.!P+E*F$&!
'+55%1(!16!MBC^K_K!91:+,+&.!5#1&-F<!$6-+&!-#+!4%FF!%(-&12*>-%1(!2+$2F%(+.!-#+!T1,+&(1&!$((1*(>+2!-#$-!
-#+!+3+&E+(><!$HH&1H&%$-%1(!&+I*+5-!:$5!&+5>%(2+2!4+>$*5+!"1(E&+55!&+$>#+2!$!2+$F!-1!+G-+(2!6+2+&$F!
6*(2%(E! 61&! $(1-#+&! 5%G! <+$&5K! !]1##.! 91(1F*F*! '-$&! =2,+&-%5+&.! j'-$-+! 6*(2%(E! &+I*+5-! H*FF+2! $6-+&!
"1(E&+55!+G-+(25!%(5*&$(>+!H&1E&$3K.!h$(*$&<!M^.!MBC^K_!
!
! [#$-\5!%(-+&+5-%(E!$41*-!-#%5!2+,+F1H3+(-!:$5!-#$-!(1!5*45+I*+(-!$3+(23+(-!:$5!3$2+!61&!
E+(+&$F!6*(25!4<!-#+!R+E%5F$-*&+!61&!6%5>$F!<+$&!MBCYZMBC^!(1&!:+&+!$(<!>#$(E+5!3$2+!-1!-#+!T1,+&(1&\5!
6*(2%(E!&+I*+5-!61&!9/'NBC!61&!-#+!5*45+I*+(-!6%5>$F!<+$&K!!!
!
! '1!#1:!2%2!V9'!>1,+&!-#+!4*2E+-!5#1&-6$FFi!![+!-#%(J!V9'!*5+2!&+%34*&5+3+(-5!&+>+%,+2!6&13!
-#+!6+2+&$F!E1,+&(3+(-!-1!5*HHF$(-!E+(+&$F!6*(25!4*-!4+>$*5+!:+!$&+!$!H&%,$-+.!(1( ZH&16%-!1&E$(%0$-%1(.!
:+!#$,+!(1!:$<!16!>1(6%&3%(E!:#+-#+&!-#%5!%(2++2!1>>*&&+2K!
!
! S6!-#%5!%5!-&*+.!E%,+(!-#+!F$&E+!,$&%$(>+5!1,+&!-#+!H&+,%1*5!-:1!>13HF+-+2!6%5>$F!<+$&5.!:+!:1(2+&!
#1:!3*>#!6*(2%(E!%5!-&*F<!$,$%F$4F+!-1!V9'!61&!*5+!%(!-#+!/+2%>$%2!;&1E&$3i!
!
! U,+&! -#+! H$5-! +%E#-! <+$&5.! 9;"=! #$5!$2,1>$-+2! 61&! -#+! &+%(5-$-+3+(-! 16! H&+,+(-$-%,+! $(2!
&+5-1&$-%,+!2+(-$F!4+(+6%-5!61&!$2*F-!/+2%>$%2!&+>%H%+(-5K!!'%(>+!MBC^.!:+!>F$&%6%+2!1*&!H15%-%1(!%(!F%E#-!16!
-#+5+!I*+5-%1(5!1(!-#+!$,$%F$4%F%-<!16!6*(25!61&!-#+!/+2%>$%2!;&1E&$3K!!)$5+2!1(!-#+!$41,+.!%-!%5!1*&!
H15%-%1(!-#$-!-#+&+!$&+!5*66%>%+(-!6*(25!:%-#%(!9/'NBC!-1!&+%(5-$-+!-#%5!+55+(-%$F!4+(+6%-!%33+2%$-+F<K!
!
! S-!5#1*F2!$F51!4+!(1-+2!-#$-!4+>$*5+!-#+!/+2%>$%2!;&1E&$3!%5!+5-$4F%5#+2!-#&1*E#!$(!$E&++3+(-!
4+-:+ +(!-#+!6+2+&$F!$(2!'-$-+!E1,+&(3+(-5.!$(2!-#$-!9$:$%%\5!H$&-%>%H$-%1(!%(!-#+!H&1E&$3!%5!,1F*(-$&<.!
6*(2%(E!61&!-#+! /+2%>$%2!;&1E&$3!%5!(1(Z2%5>&+-%1($&<K!! [#+(! -#+!2+(-$F!4+(+6%-!61&!$2*F-! /+2%>$%2!
&+>%H%+(-5! :$5! -$J+(! $:$<.! (1! 5-$-*-1&<! $3+(23+(-! :$5! (++2+2! *(2+&! '-$-+! F$:K! ! 8#+! R+E%5F$-*&+!
3+&+F<!$HH&1H&%$-+2!F+55!6*(25!-#$(!:#$-!:$5!&+I*+5-+2!4<!V9'!61&!9/'NBCK!![%-#!-#+!&+2*>+2!6*(25.!
V9'!$23%(%5-&$-%,+F<!&+5-&%>-+2!H$<3+(-5! -1!1(F<! -#15+!4+(+6%-5! -#$-! :+&+!&+I*%&+2!*(2+&! -#+! '-$-+!
/+2%>$%2! ;F$(! ?;F$(@K! ! )+>$*5+! $2*F-! 2+(-$F! :$5! $(! 1H-%1($F! >1,+&$E+! *(2+&! -#+! ;F$(.! V9'!
$23%(%5-&$-%,+F<!>+$5+2!&+%34*&5+3+(-!61&!-#15+!5+&,%>+5K!
!
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! S(!F%E#-!16!-#%5.!%-!%5!I*+5-%1($4F+!:#+-#+&!-#+!R+E%5F$-*&+!%5!-#+!$HH&1H&%$-+!61&*3!-1!*&E+!-#+!
&+%(5-$-+3+(-!16!-#%5!4+(+6%-K!!bF-%3$-+F<.!-#%5!%5!$!2+>%5%1(!-1!4+!3$2+!4<!-#+!QG+>*-%,+!)&$(>#K!!8#+!
QG+>*-%,+!)&$(>#!:1*F2!2+>%2+!6&13!$!H1F%><!5-$(2H1%(-!:#+-#+&!-#%5!4+(+6%-!5#1*F2!4+!&+%(5-$-+2K!!8#+!
T1,+&(1&!:1*F2!-#+(!H&+H$&+!$!4*2E+-!$(2!5*43%-!%-!-1!-#+!R+E%5F$-*&+K!!S-!:1*F2! -#+(!4+!*H!-1!-#+!
R+E%5F$-*&+!-1!2+>%2+!:#+-#+&!1&!(1-!-1!$HH&1,+!-#+!&+I*+5-K!!!
!
! '#1*F2!-#+!R+E%5F$-*&+!>#15+!-1!(1-!6*(2!-#+!QG+>*-%,+\5!6*FF!&+I*+5-.!-#+(!%-!:1*F2!4+!*H!-1!-#+!
QG+>*-%,+!-1!3++-!-#+!&+I*%&+3+(-5!16!-#+!;F$(!:%-#!-#+!6*(25!-#$-!$&+!$,$%F$4F+K!
!
! "1(5%2+&%(E!-#$-!V9'!&+H1&-+2!,$&%$(>+5!16!1,+&!XABB!3%FF%1(!$(2!XYBB!3%FF%1(!1,+&!-#+!H$5-!-:1!
H&+,%1*5F<!>13HF+-+2!6%5>$F!<+$&5.!+,+(!%6!-#+!R+E%5F$-*&+!>#15+!(1-!-1!%(>&+$5+!-#+!5-$-*-1&<!$*-#1&%-<!
-1!5H+(2!?%K+K.!91*5+!)%FF!L1K!MMNO!1&!-#+!$31*(-!16!6*(2%(E!61&!9/'NBC!%(!-#+!'-$-+!)*2E+-@.!%-!:1*F2!
$HH+$&!-#$-!-#+&+!:1*F2!5-%FF!4+!5*66%>%+(-!&+51*&>+5!$,$%F$4F+!-1!&+%(5-$-+!-#+!4+(+6%-!%33+2%$-+F<K!
!
! U6! >1*&5+! -#+! R+E%5F$-*&+! >1*F2! E&+$-F<! &+2*>+! 6*(2%(E! 61&! 9/'NBC! %(! $31*(-5! *H! -1! 1&!
5*&H$55%(E!-#+!&+H1&-+2!,$&%$(>+.!4*-!-1!21!51!:1*F2!$HH$&+(-F<!&%5J!:#+-#+&!-#+!'-$-+!>1*F2!$2+I*$-+F<!
3++-!-#+!&+I*%&+3+(-5!16!-#+!;F$(!$(2!4+!%(!>13HF%$(>+!:%-#!6+2+&$F!F$:K!!=(2!5%(>+!H$&-%>%H$-%1(!%(!
/+2%>$%2!%5! ,1F*(-$&<.!-#+!6+2+&$F!E1,+&(3+(-!>1*F2!>+$5+! -#+%&!H$&-%>%H$-%1(!%6! -#+! '-$-+!%5!%(! (1(Z
>13HF%$(>+!$(2!F+-!-#+!'-$-+!6+(2!61&!%-5+F6K!
!
! )+>$*5+!-#+!9;"=!%5!$!H&%,$-+.!(1(ZH&16%-!1&E$(%0$-%1(.!:+!21!(1-!#$,+!$>>+55!-1!21>*3+(-5!-#$-!
>1*F2!>1(6%&3!1&!&+6*-+!1*&!145+&,$-%1(5K!!91:+,+&.!-#+!R+E%5F$-*&+.!$(2!31&+!5H+>%6%>$FF<.!-#+!'+($-+!
"133%--++!1(![$<5!$(2!/+$(5.!$(2!-#+!91*5+!"133%--++!1(!W%($(>+!#$,+!-#+!5-$-*-1&<!$*-#1&%-<!-1!
>13H+F! $(<! '-$-+! $E+(><! -1! H&12*>+! $(<! $(2! $FF! 21>*3+(-$-%1(! &+F$-%(E! -1! -#+%&! 4*2E+-! $(2!
+GH+(2%-*&+5K! !=(!$>>1*(-%(E!16!-#+!6+2+&$F!&+%34*&5+3+(-5!61&! /+2%>$%2!H$<3+(-5!&+>+%,+2!2*&%(E!
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Hawaii Self Advocacy Advisory Council(SAAC) ð 0ôahu
1010 Richards Street, #122
Honolulu, HI 96813
(808) 586-8100
Fax (808) 586- 7543

To: Committee on Human Fax: (808) 586-8437
Services and Homelessness

From: SAAC, Mr. Arista Date: 2/4/2020

Re: Testimony HB 2249 Pages: 23 including cover sheet

Cc:

E] Urgent E13 For review El Please [3 Please ll] Please
comment reply recycle

<< CONFIDENTIAL >>
Attached are documents in support of HB 2249. Thank you.

Mahalo.

Conýdentiality Notice: The information contained in this facsimile may be conýdential
and legally privileged. lt is intended only for use of the individual named. lf you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notiýed that the disclosure, copying, distribution,
or taking of any action in regards to the contents of this fax ð except its direct delivery to
the intended recipient- is strictly prohibited. if you have received this fax in error, please
notify the sender immediately and destroy this cover sheet along with its contents, and
delete from your system, if applicable. '
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Vaipapa Soliai and I am in support of HB 2249. I don't have any teeth and need more dentist
appointments to help me get teeth. I am a person with disabilities that need support with my electric
wheelchair. Please pass HB 2249. Thank you.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Timothy Renken and I am in support of HB 2249. I have not gone to the dentist because I
need more help with my teeth to be fixed. I lost almost all of my front teeth and cannot eat many foods
because it hurts too much. I cannot use a toothbrush and toothpaste because it hurts to use it. I only
use a mouthwash to rinse my teeth because it is hurts too much. I don't have good Medicaid dentist
insurance, so l only go dentist one time a year. I have kidney stones because I can only eat some kinds
of food. I am getting worse. Please please please pass HB 2249. Thank you.

3/23
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Bathey Fong and l am in support of HB 2249. I really need a good dentist and want to make
sure my gums don't hurt and my teeth don't hurt and I can eat without pain. I have Medicaid and I am a
person with a disability and in a wheelchair because I cannot walk goo. Please pass HB 2249. Thank you.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Michael Lee and have a disability and I want to have more checkups on my teeth please. I
want to have teeth that work good. I support HB 2249. 1
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Nicole Kelly and I am in support of HB 2249. I want to be able to choose a dentist to help
me have good teeth and clean teeth. Please pass HB 2249. Thank you.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Herman Ki'ili and I am in support of HB 2249. I receive only one time a year for my dentist
visit. I want to have good teeth because one day I want to get married. I have a fiance now and I need
more help from my dentist so I can eat my food good. Please pass HB 2249. Medicaid is very important
so I can get teeth sen/ices to help me live in the community. Thank you.

7/23
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Sen.-ice and Homelessness,

My name is Ho'opi'o Balaz and I am in support of HB 2249. I need a good dentist, like my aunty who is a
ógood doctor. Please pass HB 2249. Thank you.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Ada McFeeIy and I need your help to pass HB 2249. I support HB 2249. Someone always call
me a duck because my teeth and mouth cannot be fix. I want to change my teeth and mouth so no
more duck calling in my life.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Kylen Shimamoto and I am in support of HB 2249. I have Medicaid. I need more help with
my teeth and dentist.

i
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Ryan Nishikawa and I am person who has Downós Syndrome and support HB 2249. lam at
Lanakila day program and I like my dentist, but only one time I can go in one year.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is David Beatovich and I support of HB 2249. I want to visit the dentist more and more.
Thank you.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is lohnelle Santos and I have a disability and I support HB 2249. I want to have pretty teeth
too.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Audrey Ayer and I am in support of HB 2249. People like me need more dentist Medicaid
help so me and my friends can live in our homes. Please pass i-IB 2249. Thank you.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Paul Landingin and I want you to pass HB 2249. I think I need more checkups at the dentist.
Sometimes my teeth are sore but I cannot go dentist because I am told I don't have any more insurance
coverage. I don't know why. I tell my caregiver I have Medicaid, but I don't understand how come I
cannot fix my teeth. Can you help me and my caregiver have more dentist fixing appointment?
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t

February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Kalli Swan and I am in support of HB 2249. I definitely want to have better dental care. I
sometimes don't like to go to my dentist because I scared of the drill. i need help choosing a good
dentist that can help me feel better when I go. Thank you. ô
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Celeste Kagimoto and I want HB 2249 to pass because I have a disability and I go to
Lanakila Day program and need more dental help.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Zosimo Arista, I support HB 2249. I work with people who have Developmental and
Intellectual Disabilities and hope that the Dental Medicaid shortages can be changed so as to see true
health benefits to people with disabilities and statewide financial beneýt savings, lowering emergency
room visits for dental problems.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Michelle Muralt, i support HB 2249. I have Down's syndrome and help other friends who
have disabilities to have a better life. I want to see us have more dentist visit to fix our teeth and have
someplace where a dentist can fix our teeth and help us to have braces or to have retainers if we need
them, or clean our teeth and make it straight again.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Sol Ray Duncan and I want to see HB 2249 become law. I know I need to have rnore
checkups at my dentist. I want to have clean teeth and strong teeth, and teeth that is not sore.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Cheryl Derby and I support HB 2249. I am a person with a disability and want to have more
appointments at my dentist.
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February 7, 2020 9:15 am, Room 329

Dear Representative San Buenaventura, Chair of Human Service and Homelessness,

My name is Amber Arakawa and I would like to tell you that I support H8 2249. I need more dentist
Medicaid and do not want to lose my insurance.

ll
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HB-2249 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 7:41:59 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carmie Spellman Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2249 
Submitted on: 1/31/2020 10:11:06 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cory Harden Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha legislators, 

Please support dental care for those in need. It seems services haven't improved a bit 
since I was working on the issue 25 years ago. Lack of dental care puts a burden on 
emergency services, caregivers, and of course the individuals who are suffering. 

mahalo, 

Cory Harden 

 



Bill:  HB2249, Relating to Medicaid 

Hearing Date &Time:  Friday, February 7, 2020, 9:15am 

Committees:  House Committee on Human Services and Homelessness, and the House Committee on 
Health 

Testifier:  Nancy Partika, RN, MPH 

Aloha Representative San Buenaventura, Representative Mizuno, and Members of the House Committee on 
Human Services and Homelessness, and the House Committee on Health 

My name is Nancy Partika, and I am a member of the Hawaii Oral Health Coalition, having worked to identify 
and address oral health disparities in Hawaii for the past 4 years. 

Hawaii has visibly struggled for decades with oral health disparities and problems accessing care for its most 
needy.  The 2009 abolishment of adult dental benefits under Medicaid and the problems that resulted from 
adults receiving nothing other than emergency-only care since then has spiraled, while the State continues to 
pay out millions per year in acute oral health emergency room care and for other health-related services 
statewide that does not provide adequate oral health care or support to our at-risk populations such as those 
on Medicaid. 
 
According to a 2017-18 DOH study, 66% of all ER visits made statewide were Medicaid and/or Medicare 
recipients, and the costs in 2016 for these 3,000 total visits cost a staggering $17 million dollars. Fiscally, it 
seems logical that these millions of dollars that could be potentially saved via fewer ER visits and instead 
wisely utilize a portion of those dollars to pay upfront for preventative and restorative dental care benefits for 
Medicaid recipients. 
 
Poor oral health is already proven to be linked to an array of acute and chronic health conditions, including: 
heart disease, diabetes, stroke, depression, low birth weight and premature birth. Researchers have mapped 
linkages from chronic dental pain to end-stage renal disease, liver transplants, opioid-related emergency 
department visits, and opioid-related crime. These co-conditions are made worse by having poor oral heath, 
and the care of the oral health of chronically ill or pregnant can be another significant potential area for return 
on investment. We are now recognizing that not intervening in oral health conditions early and preventively will 
cost much more later on in unintended direct and indirect costs. 
 
Currently there are 34 states offering adult Medicaid recipients preventive and restorative adult oral health 
benefits. Many options exist as to how Hawaii could address the need for greater oral health benefits by 
expanding services covered that are preventive and restorative, rather than emergency-only care. 
 
By adding a comprehensive or limited dental services benefit, Hawaii’s adults on Medicaid are expected to 
experience fewer oral health-related ER visits, with improvements to their chronic disease risks and overall 
health status. Broader Medicaid dental benefits for adults would not only support individual health and well-
being among Hawaii’s most vulnerable adults, but could also improve the employment status and socio-
economic strength of our communities. 
 
We in the community fully understand and support the need to address multiple issues and crises at the 
Legislative level; however the issue of inadequate coverage of adults for oral heath under Medicaid is now a 
chronic problem in need of immediate attention.  More detailed analysis on the cost-benefits of implementing 
Improved Medicaid adult dental coverage is anticipated to be provided by MQD-DHS soon.  The requested $7 
million specified in the bill is based on previous DHS estimates of year 1 Administrative start-up costs. 
 
Improving oral health for adults and their families in Medicaid has widespread public and private support 
statewide and, as the unmet oral health needs continue to emerge, so does public support.  
 
Your strong support for this bill is respectfully requested—Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 







HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 9:33:57 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Azuma 
Chrupalyk 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this initiative for many reasons including: 

1. Long term reduction in costs of overall health care 

2. Lack of dental health also causes lack of mental health, struggles with maintaining 
sustainable employment,  as well as becoming a long term issue in many other areas of 
health, thus costing taxpayers tremendously over a longer period of time. 

3.  Addressing dental health intercepts all of these other issues, while providing more 
jobs and costing far less, overall.  It aids in employment, lowers dependancy upon 
social welfare and stabilizes a larger portion of our constituency, thus strengthening 
bottom line productivity in Hawai'i.  

 





HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 9:14:52 AM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rebecca Hartman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a care coordinator, I frequently work with young adults with disabilities who transition 
to adulthood. During that transition, these individuals are frequently reliant on Medicaid 
services for all medical, behavioral health, and dental needs. When young adults 
transition from EPSDT to adult care on their 21st birthday, nothing significant has 
changed in their life except a sudden and rapid ineligibility for multiple types of care, 
dental care being one example. Access to appropriate dental care tends to be a 
struggle throughout the livespan of many of these individuals. In individuals who do not 
communicate verbally, challenging or self-injurious behaviors can arise as a result of 
dental pain that is not diagnosed or treated. In worst-case scenarios, these behaviors 
can cause a rise in need for one-to-one services, or may be treated utilizing chemical 
restraints and medications, when in fact it is a simple dental issue that can be treated. It 
is known that preventive care, particularly for our most vulnerable populations, saves 
money. My name is Rebecca Hartman, and I am a licensed mental health provider. 

 



HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 9:51:03 AM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Franz Weber Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 10:11:40 AM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Barry Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please restore Dental Medicaid Benefits.  Goor oral health is important to overall health. 

Mahalo, 

Ms. Barbara Barry 

 



HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 11:25:26 AM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sherry Alu Campagna Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  





missed school every year; while adults with poor oral health often struggle to manage chronic 
co-conditions such as diabetes and heart disease. Missing or broken teeth also create social 
barriers for adults to find and maintain gainful employment in our service-based economy. 

  

As a result of our past decade of minimal coverage for dental care, our emergency room have 
been overutilized for unmet oral health needs to the tune of thousands of visits per year, costing 
millions of dollars. On our neighbor islands, dental care provided for DoD training purposes 
(TropicCare) attracts large numbers of residents who cannot afford to pay for the prohibitive 
costs of their care in dental offices.  Our adult dental Medicaid provider system is inadequate to 
care for the numbers of persons needing care.  Needless pain and suffering is common due to our 
indifference to adults needing care in dental homes. 

  

As a part of our commitment to improve oral health in Hawaii, we believe that basic coverage of 
dental services for adults is a critical factor in ensuring access to appropriate and timely oral 
health care,  

  

 Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this very important health bill. 

  

Sincerely, 

Michelle Kobayashi DDS, MSD 

 



HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/5/2020 7:53:04 AM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Paul Strauss Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Oral health is directly related to the overall health of the individual.  Therefore, lack of 
access to care for dental health leads to poorer health outcomes overall, ultimately 
leading to a lower quality of life for the individual and higher health costs for everyone in 
the state of Hawai'i. 

 





Aloha Chairs San Buenaventura and Mizuno, Vice Chairs Kobayashi and Nakamura, and membrs of the 
committees, 

  

I write to ask that you support HB 2249. 

Kaui Pratt Aquino 

Kaneohe 

Hawaii 
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February 6, 2020 
 

TO:    The Honorable Representative, Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
House Committee on Human Services and Homelessness 
 
The Honorable Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
House Committee on Health 

 
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: HB 2249 – RELATING TO MEDICAID BENEFITS 
 
   Hearing: Friday, February 7, 2020 9:15 a.m. 
     Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates 

the intent of this measure, and offers comments.  We respectfully request that the passage 

does not replace or adversely impact the Governor’s budget priorities. 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of the bill is to appropriate funds to DHS to restore 

diagnostic, preventive, and restorative adult dental benefits to adult Medicaid beneficiaries. 

DHS appreciates and supports the restoration of a basic oral health benefit for adult 

Medicaid and QUEST Integration beneficiaries.  The current limited benefit of emergency-only 

coverage does not support the goals of whole person care.  Additionally, the inability of 

beneficiaries to access preventive oral health care can have a negative impact on a person’s 

health, especially for individuals with chronic diseases, pregnant women, and the health of 

their newborns.  

The bill appropriates $7,000,000 general funds to restore diagnostic, preventive, and 

restorative dental benefits for adult beneficiaries.  Over the last year, DHS Med-QUEST 

Division (MQD) has worked with the Health Policy Institute of the American Dental 
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Date:  February 6, 2020 
 
To: The Honorable Joy A. San Buenaventura 

Chair, House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness 
 
The Honorable John M. Mizuno 
Chair, House Committee on Health 

 
From:  Mark H. Yamakawa, President & CEO  
 
Re:  Strong Support for HB2249  

Making an Appropriation to Restore Certain Adult Dental Benefits to Medicaid  
Enrollees 
 

As Hawaii’s largest dental benefits provider, Hawaii Dental Service (HDS) strongly supports 
HB2249, which would appropriate funds to the Hawaii Department of Human Services to 
restore basic diagnostic, preventive, and restorative dental benefits for adult Medicaid 
enrollees. 
 
Oral health is an important component of an individual’s overall physical, psychological, 
social, and economic health and wellbeing.  Providing needed dental benefits for Hawaii’s 
adult Medicaid population will not only provide access to quality preventive and restorative 
dental care, but also help to improve overall health. This ultimately will improve individual 
lives and lower healthcare costs for the state.  
 
Good oral health is a foundation of good overall health. Due to drastic cuts to adult dental 
benefits since 2009, Hawaii has seen emergency room visits overutilized for unmet oral health 
needs, costing millions of dollars in unnecessary expenses. There were reported just over 
3,000 emergency room visits for acute oral health conditions in 2016, totaling over $17 million 
in direct costs, compared to 1,800 visits in 2006, with $4 million in costs. For all dental 
emergency services that were provided in 2015-16 in Hawaii, 56% were disproportionately 
Med-QUEST recipients, who represent about 25% of the overall Hawaii population. 
 
Having strong teeth and healthy gums allows us to eat for proper nutrition and enjoy speech 
and communication that are essential for work and socialization. A lack of access to oral 
health care results in productivity loss from absenteeism as well as underemployment or 
unemployment, causing adverse economic impacts for individuals and our community.   
 
We respectfully urge the Committees to thoughtfully consider restoration of full adult dental 
benefits for adult Medicaid enrollees to improve quality of life in our state.  Thank you for the 
opportunity to offer testimony on this bill. 
 
Mahalo,  
 
 
 
Mark H. Yamakawa 
President and CEO 
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HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/6/2020 12:24:44 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nikos Leverenz Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/6/2020 4:43:45 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Martin Hodapp Disability Rights Hawaii Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Disability Rights Hawaii supports the reinstatement of adult dental benefits for Medicaid 
participants. Dental Health is an important aspect of overall health and should be part of 
the health care benefits for people with disabilities and/or the poor.  
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HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/6/2020 4:41:46 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbra J. Armentrout Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill as I have been on SSI for 18 years and I am retired and receive Social 
Security and SSI both and so I am on Medicare and Medicaid.....I previously had to 
have two teeth pulled because I am on medicaid instead of saving those teeth.  This bill 
would give me the opportunity to hopefully get a spacer put in my mouth so I couldf 
chew on the left side of my mouth since having had to have those two teeth pulled I can 
only chew on the right side and now those teeth are being compromised and needing 
root canals and crowns because of previous medicaid dental telling dentists to just pull 
the teeth.   Please pass this bill.  Thank you 

Barbra J. 
Armentrout                                                                                                                          
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HB-2249 
Submitted on: 2/6/2020 4:46:40 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 2/7/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Mie Choe Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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